
March 26, 2023 John 11:1-8,16f,21-27,33-45 
11:1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the 

Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 

the [Child] of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, 

though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 

the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, 

“Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” …  
16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 

“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb four days. …  
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give 

you whatever you ask.”23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 

the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 

will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the [Child] of God, the 

one coming into the world.” …  
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 

also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, 

“See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. 

It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take 

away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, 

you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. 

And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have 

said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with 

a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in 

a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

-------------------------------------- 

Sermon title given to me by Ken Scarborough 

“The Lazarus Effect”, a science fiction movie (2015), also title of 

a book (1983) by Frank Herbert 

So much going on in this text: 

• Jesus’s delay to highlight God’s glory 

• Mary and Martha reprimanding Jesus for not coming earlier 

• Jesus’s own emotional response – he weeps 

• Four days dead and the stench 

• Jesus telling people to “unbind him, and let him go.” – 

liberation from bondage 

• The many who believed in him 

For popular culture, this story get us thinking about immortality 

To which one wag said: The problem with immortality is that it 

tends to go on forever. 

It is a most unbelievable story.  

I chose to believe, asking myself, “What does it mean?” 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die.” 

What does it mean to you, for you? 


